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1 
Tag, oil on canvas, 24 x 30"

2 
Yard (Brooklyn Navy Yard), oil on linen, 
32 x 42"

3 
Shoe, oil on canvas, 20 x 72"

4 
The Towers, oil on canvas, 30 x 40"

Empty, long-forgotten structures pass 
into time with barely a whimper. 

Floors crack open, ceilings sag and fail, 
dust and debris slowly clog passageways—
all of it in serene silence over years, 
sometimes decades. The only inhabitants 
left are ghosts from the past who stalk the 
halls quietly as the earth slowly reclaims 
these overlooked monuments that reside 
in every city in the America.

The ghosts remain, but so does 
Pennsylvania painter Jeff Bye, who sees 
an empty building—and its ubiquitous 
“No Trespassing” signs—and sees an 
opportunity to explore, to paint and to 
imbue these neglected places with a sense 
of majesty and calm beauty. “I feel that I’m 
lucky to be able to witness these urban 
places—places that have been abandoned, 
forgotten or even leveled,” he says. “It’s 
a privilege to get to document them and 
see what they were like. These buildings 
are disappearing, so it’s important we 
remember them.”

Bye will be presenting a new collection 
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of his urban exploration works beginning 
November 2 at Steven Amedee Gallery 
in New York City. Living in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, the artist is centrally 
located in a key area that puts him within 
driving distance of Philadelphia, New York 
City, Baltimore and other major cities, 
particularly big cities that have seen both 
boom times and bust times, which creates 
a playground of dilapidated structures at 
the end of their lifespan, as well as older 
postwar buildings that will get a second 
chance at life with renovations.

“I’m really enjoying working in Philly 

right now because it doesn’t have quite 
the cleanness of New York City yet. Philly 
feels like Brooklyn did back in the 1980s—it 
still has some grit, an edge, and it’s exciting 
to explore and see what you can find,” 
Bye says. “There are a lot of these empty 
buildings that are still there. Places like 
big hotels or mom-and-pop stores, places 
that have a lot of character that may be 
abandoned today. These places have an 
old-school look to them, and they’re a lot 
of fun to paint.”

Works in the show include Tag, which 
shows the famous Philadelphia landmark 

the Divine Lorraine Hotel, with its late-
Victorian brick architecture and graffiti 
that has accumulated over the years. The 
building was built in the late 1800s, but was 
abandoned in the late 1990s.

“I’ve been photographing it for a long 
time, first in 2008. It’s a magnificent 
structure. Looters have gone and taken out 
all the copper, and the wooden floors, so it’s 
definitely fallen on hard times for decades,” 
Bye says. “Two or three years ago someone 
bought it and now it’s being restored—it’s 
going to be luxury condos, of course.”

In Shoe, Bye shows another old building, 
but this one occupied by a cobbler and 
various old machines that are used to repair 
shoes. He saw the business, was intrigued 
with all the clutter in the space and popped 
in to speak with the owner, who gladly let 
the artist linger and take pictures. The 
resulting panoramic painting captures the 
“chaos and clutter” of the business. Other 
images include Obey, an alley view from 
Detroit, and Yard (Brooklyn Navy Yard), 
which shows the interior of a roofless 
building at the famous decommissioned 
shipyard. The painting has a special 
meaning for Bye, whose grandfather 
worked on ships there during World War II.

“I just love the way things look when 
they’re old and gritty. When they cleaned 
the Sistine Chapel it looked different 
because they removed all those layers 
that made the ceiling beautiful unto itself. 
That dirt or layers of silt, they give things 
character,” he says. “I love these places 
because they are a part of our histories.” 
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